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Fluidigm Launches Breakthrough RNA Sequencing Library Preparation Workflow, Delivering Substantial Cost Savings
and Efficiency
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, Calif., Sept. 09, 2019 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Fluidigm Corporation (NASDAQ:FLDM), an innovative biotechnology tools
provider with a vision to improve life through comprehensive health insight, today announced the launch of a breakthrough RNA sequencing library
preparation workflow that provides substantial cost savings and operational efficiencies for mid-to-high-throughput laboratories. Developed for use
with the Fluidigm® Juno™ microfluidic system, the Advanta™ RNA-Seq NGS Library Prep Kitprovides an integrated solution that enables researchers
to reduce their costs for full-length stranded libraries by up to 50%. Delivering additional operational efficiency, the walkaway automated workflow can
also reduce the number of operator interventions and total hands-on time to approximately two hours, a decrease of more than 70% as compared to
traditional manual methods.
RNA-seq is one of the fastest growing NGS research applications today. Delivering multiple efficiency improvements through automation and
miniaturization of sequential biochemical reactions, the Advanta RNA-Seq workflow solution is ideal for sequencing centers, core facilities and
commercial service providers. Efficiently scaling affordable RNA-seq library preparation to meet increasing sample demand is an ongoing challenge in
these laboratories. The new Advanta RNA-Seq solution directly addresses these needs by reducing sample prep costs and improving operational
efficiency by simplifying the workflow, shortening hands-on time and decreasing consumables waste.
“The new Advanta RNA-Seq NGS Library Prep Kit would enable us to significantly reduce our cost-per-sample and hands-on time,” said Scott
Magness, PhD, Associate Professor at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. “We were very impressed by the simple, automated microfluidic
workflow that requires only 10 nanograms of RNA per sample.”
The Fluidigm Juno microfluidics system offers a robust and highly efficient ready-to-go solution for automating full-length RNA-seq library preparation
as well as targeted DNA and RNA sequencing. Taking microfluidics-based automation to the next level, the new Advanta RNA-Seq NGS Library Prep
Kit includes a novel 48.Atlas™ integrated microfluidic circuit (IFC) that enables simultaneous processing of up to 48 samples. Integrating solid-phase
sample enrichment with sequential enzymatic reactions all on a single IFC, the workflow automates multiple reaction steps to generate up to 48
libraries for sequencing on Illumina® systems. The new 48.Atlas was also designed with the ability to automate other large multi-step molecular
workflows in the future, representing an important milestone in expanding the capabilities of microfluidics technology to address new market segments
and applications.
“We are excited to introduce our revolutionary new RNA sequencing library preparation solution, which will drive new organic growth in our
microfluidics business for years to come,” said Chris Linthwaite, President and CEO of Fluidigm. “RNA-seq represents a rapidly growing $1.2 billion
market with a significant unmet need for scalable and efficient library prep automation. We are thrilled by the very positive response we have received
from our customers, providing us with multiple opportunities to accelerate our entry into new accounts and provide robust and sustainable
consumables pull-through on our Juno systems.”
About Fluidigm
Fluidigm (NASDAQ:FLDM) is an industry-leading biotechnology tools provider with a vision to improve life through comprehensive health insight. We
focus on the most pressing needs in translational and clinical research, including cancer, immunology, and immunotherapy. Using proprietary CyTOF®
and microfluidics technologies, we develop, manufacture, and market multi-omic solutions to drive meaningful insights in health and disease, identify
biomarkers to inform decisions, and accelerate the development of more effective therapies. Our customers are leading academic, government,
pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and plant and animal research laboratories worldwide. Together with them, we strive to increase the quality of life for
all. For more information, visit fluidigm.com.
Fluidigm, the Fluidigm logo, 48.Atlas, Advanta, CyTOF, and Juno are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Fluidigm Corporation in the United
States and/or other countries. All other trademarks are the sole property of their respective owners. Fluidigm products are provided for Research Use
Only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures.
Forward-Looking Statement for Fluidigm
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, including, among
others, statements regarding the RNA sequencing library preparation product, anticipated benefits to customers and applications for such product, and
expected demand and potential market sizes for such product. Forward-looking statements are subject to numerous risks and uncertainties that could
cause actual results to differ materially from currently anticipated results, including but not limited to risks relating to challenges inherent in developing,
manufacturing, launching, marketing, and selling new products; potential product performance and quality issues; intellectual property risks; and
competition. Information on these and additional risks and uncertainties and other information affecting Fluidigm's business and operating results is
contained in the Fluidigm Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2018, and in its other filings with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. These forward-looking statements speak only as of the date hereof. Fluidigm disclaims any obligation to update these forward-looking
statements except as may be required by law.
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